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February 2008
6th Ash Wednesday
12th Garden Therapy Calvert Pines Senior Center
14th Valentines Day

18th Presidents Day

19th CGC Regular Meeting 10:00AM
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Lisa Bierer-Garrett 2nd
Sybil Russell 
7th

Nancy Cooke
17th

Mary R Porter
18th
[image: image2.wmf]March Birthdays
Wanda Kuhn

3rd
Rosanna Noyes
14th
Vickie Trego

26th
Deb St John

29th
February Meeting:

Design: My Special Valentine Creative Design HB pp 183-185
Horticulture: Arboreal Plants for Woody perennials HB pp 124

Plantings from the President
Hi Everyone,

I hope everyone had a wonderful and restful holiday. We have a very busy next six months ahead of us.  

At our Feb meeting we will have Susan Palmer and Linda Masland, both members of Judges Council, to do a design demonstration to help all of us with our Flower Show designs for our show in June.
Please be sure to come to this meeting.
We will also be going over our by-laws with some recommended changes.

 

Sandy & Peggy, along with some great helpers have been working on the centerpieces for the District II meeting which is March 14th Chesapeake Garden Club is hosting this meeting and I am going to need every member that can help. There are many duties to take care of. The District meetings are always very interesting and educational and when all is done we will have a good time!

This meeting will be at the Comfort Inn in Bowie and is $28.00, this includes your lunch,  please bring check or cash to our meeting to buy your ticket as all money must be in by March 1st.

Thanks, 

Mary Alys

Treasurer’s Report
Submitted by Sybil Russell

Balance on Hand as Dec 11th 2007
Disbursements:

FGCM Mbr. dues(27)    $189.00

Postage:


$14.24

Hospice Tree

$37.21
Green Show Signs         $125.00

Newsletter Ink

$55.04

2 Banners for 2006

 Green show: 

$130.00

Green Show flowers,

 Fresh greens 

$821.28




Total: $1371.77

Deposit


   $ 249.00

Balance as of Jan 2008: $8750.93

Conservation Corner

Submitted by Bernie Halloran
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  The traffic scene in Europe is very different: smaller cars, fewer trucks, and higher fuel prices, the real driving force
New CAFÉ Standards, So?

By Bernie Halloran


Wow, Congress has just passed new Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFÉ) standards, calling for a combined car and truck fleet average of 35 miles-per-gallon by 2020. 


Pardon me while I yawn and recall those wild and wacky 1970’s.  Do you remember that goofy, old, Arab oil embargo?  Some say that the CAFÉ standards enacted in 1975 were a direct response to that embargo and that those standards raised the fuel economy of American cars.  I think not.


In 1978, the first year the CAFE standards took effect, the federal mandate called for a car fleet average of 18 miles-per-gallon.  In 1978, new cars averaged 19.9 mpg, or more than the federal mandate.  In 1982, CAFÉ standards called for an average of 24 mpg for that year’s car fleet; but the car fleet in ’82 averaged 26 mpg.  Today, as a result of CAFÉ target changes in 1985; my light truck must get 22.2 mpg.  But my truck averages 24.3.


What gives? Will new CAFÉ standards curb Americans appetite for powerful cars and big trucks?  No, but higher fuel prices might.  Just as cheap gas killed the demand for more fuel efficient cars, higher prices should drive up demand, and higher prices are inevitable.  


If the dollar wasn’t at an all time low against the Euro, you might visit the old world and experience an entirely different automotive scene, a place where gas is twice as expense as ours and the car fleet averages 40 mpg.


You won’t find Europeans commuting in pick-up trucks, SUVs are rare and the average family car is smaller than a Toyota Camry.  For longer distances, Europeans rely on fast, comfortable, energy efficient vehicles called “trains.”


Private vehicles here in the United States consume a little less than 20 percent of all our energy.  So pretending that the new CAFÉ standards are going to make long-term difference is wishful thinking.  The Artic and Greenland are still melting.  


 In order to really change the planet, to really conserve, means a lot of people have to change their lives.  There, I’ve said it.  Tough medicine, but somebody’s got to push it.  The key is how we tax, not how we recycle aluminum cans and plastic bottles.

Suggestions for Salty Soil 
Article submitted by JoEllen

Question: During the winter my town salts the narrow street I live on. Because there is no curb, the runoff soaks into my yard, making the soil so salty that even weeds have a hard time. To add to the problem, the area is semi shaded. Could you suggest any type of flower or shrub that could survive here? 
-- Ashland, OH
Answer: Although no plant is entirely unaffected by salt, some can take more than others. A few perennials that tolerate saline soils include the lemon daylily (Hemerocallis lilio-asphodelus), tiger lily (Lilum lancifolium), various lupines (Lupinus species), moss pink (Phlox subulata), goldentuft alyssum (Aurinia saxatilis), and several of the stonecrops (Sedum species). If there is sufficient space, a hedge of beach rose (Rosa rugosa), Japanese barberry (Berberis thunbergii), or California privet (Ligustrum ovalifolium) will thrive in this location and give privacy as well.

Don’t rule out the possibility of correcting your soil, however. Submit a soil sample to your state or county cooperative extension soil laboratory for analysis. Ask for sodium test and a pH reading, and request that corrective recommendations be included. Sometimes a sandy, well-drained soil can be washed free of salt simply by watering heavily. A soil heavy in clay may need an application of gypsum (calcium sulfate) before leaching. (If a sodium test is not available at your extension lab, apply the average gypsum application of 100 pounds of calcium per 1,000 square fee of area.)

http://www.hortmag.com/Q%26A/
Horticulture Magazine 2007
A  Little Biord Told Me
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Bird News Annual Wrap-up

By Bernie Halloran
Carolina Wren

Following last month’s bird feeding advice from your Boid man, as of January 2, 2008, I can report the following activity out the study window: the Titmice are back in force; Juncos are make morning runs at the feeders; House Finches are looking as cute as ever, so are the Chickadees; Carolina Wrens are active; Red-bellied and Downy Woodpecker families are buzzing the place and a pair of Blue birds have taken up residence too. But, so far, no Goldfinches.  Yes, the hawks are back too.


If you’re into tales of the weird, you should know that June is now raising her own meal worms out in the garage.  It’s simple; they’re raised in oat meal, although coarse cornmeal is best.  We haven’t named any of them yet, so they really aren’t pets; they’re food.


The Year of the Drought ended with the weather station at BWI reporting 34.92 inches of rain for the year, which is 6.91 lower than normal and 8.25 inches less than 2006.  Clean water in your bird baths was more important than ever.  This winter, as your birdbaths freeze, boil a pot of hot water to replace the dirty stuff already frozen then make yourself a hot cocoa with the leftovers.  From the pot, not the birdbath.


West Nile Virus, first reported in 1999 in New York, killed 100 folks in 2007, but no one in the metro Washington area, although 10 cases were reported in Maryland and three in Virginia.  D.C. was report free.


Finally, the Honorable Simcha Felder, the councilman from Brooklyn, NY, has proposed the city appoint a “Pigeon Czar” to reduce the pigeon food supply, to promote birth control via oral contraceptives disguised as bread crumbs, and to confiscate pigeon eggs and replace them with decoys.  


New York City has about a million pigeons, and a well-fed pigeon will excrete about 25 pounds of pigeon poop a year.  Talk about runoff!   And the stuff rusts bridges!
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New York City Bald Eagle, aka, the pigeon resides among 8.3 million New Yorkers.

�Dates to Remember








