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Patti Atlee’s Design from the Walters Museum
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July
7           Jefferson Patterson Point Farm Garden 
Restoration - help with restoration 9am to 12 
13         Crapemyrtle Festival begins at Homestead
13
Chesapeake Garden Club 2nd annual Garden 
Tour
14 
Jefferson Patterson Point Farm House and 
Garden Tour 
17         Chesapeake Garden Club Meeting at Double 
Oak Farm Prince Frederick
28
Native American Garden Day Jefferson 
Patterson Park create a garden like Native 
Americans might have.

August
21 
Executive Meeting of the CGC 10:00AM  at 
the home of Peggy Zachousky
September
3
Labor Day
8
District II Topiary Workshop  
18
Chesapeake Garden Club Meeting at All 
Saints 
Church
24-26
Flower Show School Course IV at the Holiday 
Inn Timonium, MD
[image: image1.wmf]July and August Birthdays

Grace Sturdevant August 16
Mabel Brisco  August 2

Kitty Walker August 21

Plantings from the President

 I’m hoping that you all had an enjoyable 4th of July celebration. I hope this newsletter finds everyone in good health if not please keep us posted with a phone call so that we can keep in touch and help out where needed. 


Patti’s design for the Walter’s Museum is perfect for our July newsletter. She used  red, white, and blue flowers to create a design to depict a portrait of George Washington. Great job Patti. Thanks for representing our club so beautifully.

Our meeting this month has been changed because we could not get a reservation at Hillwood Gardens. We will be heading to Double Oak Farm on Dares Beach Road the address is 676 Double Oak Road. The directions from Sunderland are: South on Rt. 4 left at Dares Beach Road for about 2 miles. Go right on Double Oak Road about 1 mile, go left on the lane at  the American Chestnut Land Trust sign. Lane winds around to a white house (ACLT office). Handicap parking is near the house.  Elizabeth Stoffel will provide a presentation and conduct a hike around the grounds.  

Since we haven’t had an opportunity to visit Hillwood MaryAlys and JoEllen are planning to include it as one of our trips for the up coming year. I had a chance to preview the programs that they are planning and it looks like they have lots fun meetings and interesting events planned. 


 We’ve been meeting to plan our 50th and our Flower Show. Plans are beginning to fall into place. We have a great committee of members working to make our 50th Birthday celebration the best .  Hope to see you all at our next meeting.  Peggy
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July Meeting
July 17,  2007
Time and Place
10:00 AM
Double Oak Farm
 Dares Beach Road

Program:
American Chestnut Land Trust Presentation and hike at Double Oak Farm
conducted by Elizabeth Stoffel
Land Manager

The directions from Sunderland are: South on Rt. 4 left at Dares Beach Road for about 2 miles. Go right on Double Oak Road about 1 mile, go left on the lane at  the American Chestnut Land Trust sign. Lane winds around to a white house (ACLT office). Handicap parking is near the house
Business Meeting
Committee Reports

Lunch 
Mom’s in the Kitchen

Nominating Committee News
Bev Steadman

In February, the club voted the following slate for 2007-2009:  President Kitty Walker, VP Sybil Russell, Treasurer Mary Alys, Recording Secretary Marybeth, and Corresponding Secretary Rosanna.  However, Kitty has since announced she will be unable to serve as President.  


The nominating committee met again and proposed a new slate as follows:  President Mary Alys, VP JoEllen, Treasurer Sybil, Recording Secretary Marybeth, and Corresponding Secretary Rosanna.  You will note that Sybil is currently serving as Treasurer and has been asked to serve another term for 2007-2009.  Although the State by-law allows the Treasurer to serve two terms, our club does not. Therefore, Sande Wolf made a motion and I seconded it that Sybil Russell succeeds herself for one term as Treasurer for 2007-2009.  Please respond to me by email or regular mail with a yes or no to change the by-law to have Sybil serve the second term.  In addition, please let me know if you agree or disagree to the proposed slate in its entirety.  If you have any comments, send them also.  


Mail your answers and any comments you may have by August 2, 2007.  Respond by email or in lieu of that, send postal mail using the self-addressed envelope enclosed.  According to Roberts Rules, you have up to 30 days to respond, but note that we need to have the new slate in place by September when Paula Winkler, the new District II President, will install our President.


Horticulture and Design
        Don’t forget to join us on our 2nd Annual Garden Tour of the gardens of  Kay, Dorrie, Dorries friend Charlotte, Bernie and Melinda on July 13th. We will meet at All Saints Church to form car pools and lunch will follow at Melinda’s.
      The 2007 Revised Handbook of Flower Shows is available for purchase through NGC Headquarter, 4401 Magnolia Avenue, St. Louis, MO. 63110, Member Services, or by calling Headquarters, 1-800-550-6007 Ex 17.  The new Handbook can only be purchased with a binder since there are approximately one hundred more pages than the previous edition.  The price of the Handbook is $15 which includes the binder. 
Garden Tips from Piney Thicket
provided by June Petty
· Summer pruning is recommended to encourage flowering of wisteria.
· Cut rambler roses (old canes only) to the ground after flowering. New canes come from the base will serve next year’s blooming. 
· Pansy seeds may be sown at the end of July to produce healthy plants for next spring’s blooms. 
· Hardy ferns from the woods may be transplanted now if moved without breaking fronds and roots are kept moist in transit.  Damp newspapers are good to use to wrap ferns when they are out of the soil.
· Practice your golf swing on your weeds
Question of the Month

Can you name 2 mammals that eat their weight in insects in one day?
Garden News
Peggy Zachousky

So much of the country is experiencing tremendously dry and extremely hot weather.  Regardless of where you reside though, spring has whooshed by like a speeding train and gardeners are now hunkering down for those blazing summer days.  Yes, it can be a bit disheartening to see your garden go from lush pastel colors and moments of pure beauty to a somewhat dry and languid looking landscape.  It may be too hot to transplant those shrubs but it is certainly not too hot to plant up some vibrant annuals that will bring life to any garden, common annuals like cosmos, zinnias, amaranths, cleomes and nicotianas will do the trick.  For those of you who have never been turned on to salvias, now is the time to get to know them. Not the perennial Salvia ‘nemerosa’ (although I do love it) nor the standard six pack firecracker red annual salvia I’m talking about those magnificent hardy or non-hardy salvias that will give your garden a punch of color in a variety of shapes and heights from summer straight through the fall.  Some of my favorites are: Salvia Vanhoutii, Burgundy Form) Salvia Guaranitica ‘Black and Blue’ and Salvia gregii ‘Wild Thing’.  Once you get hooked on salvias, you’ll never want to be without them!  The best perennials to plant now are coral bells, daylilies or perennial geraniums.  Plant them in well drained soil, mulch and water at the roots daily at least for the first two weeks.


July should be the month of ‘self acceptance’ in the garden?  I don’t know if gardening tends to draw individuals who are perfectionists or if gardening turns normal folks into perfectionists.  Gardening is not about creating a neat and tidy flower garden where everything is in its place and not a weed is in site.  Nope, gardening is a messy, playful, wild rumpus of an activity.  Let loose, have fun and let your true personality come through……and be proud of it!  Have a great July and keep cool.  Peggy 
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A Little Birdie Told Me



Of Goldfinches 
by Bernie Halloran


Let it be known, that Goldfinches feed mostly on weed seeds and sometimes insects, when they are available.  In fact, Goldfinches love weedy fields, weedy orchards, open woodlands, and thickets, especially if there are thistles and sunflowers to be found.
It could be they like our backyard because it’s pretty weedy, but I’m sure it’s really because of those monthly runs to Walmart for a big bag of thistle seeds.  They hang in a feeder outside my study window. 

It’s the very same feeder overlooking the Bluebirds’ favorite birdbath, but more about the Bluebirds in a moment.

Goldfinches are remarkably sociable.  They hang out in delightfully large flocks – dozens at a time, waiting their turn at the finch feeder.  Unlike our territorial little Bluebird buddies, these golden delights seem to simply enjoy chasing one another around the backyard.  They’re playful and polite, not particularly territorial, at least not this early in the spring 

They’ve already decided that the newly planted Higan cherry tree (Prunus x. subhirtella ‘Autummalis Roseae’) has perches at least as comfortable as the river birch  (Betula nigra) up the hill.

Both trees offer comfortable and convenient perches for the birds and easy observation for the humans and there is a lot to see.  For the past couple of weeks, we’ve been watching the male’s dull winter plumage gradually transform.  As of right now, and throughout the summer, the males are very obvious with bright lemon yellow bodies, black caps, tails, and wings.  But the guys will loose their black caps during the winter -- although some of that black coloring may remain on their foreheads – and their faces and throats will dull to just a hint of yellow.  And during winter, the boys’crowns, napes, backs, and scapulars will turn a buffy brown. 

Despite the trouble, the former president of Harvard University got into for suggesting something like this, its simply true that the girls are less brilliant.  Female Goldfinches do not have black caps, but they do have a lovely olive-yellow coloring.  Their feathery wardrobe remains about the same throughout the winter: despite being goldfinches, there is no yellow on their heads or throats.

 Goldfinches mate in monogamous pairs, and that doesn’t just happen but when it does, they nest rather high up, 30 feet or more, in forked branches somewhere close to water.  

Not surprisingly, it’s the female who’ll build a small bowl-shaped nest of grass, oftentimes right where she nested before. All this takes place much later in the season after most other bird species have sent their first brood on its way.  

Goldfinches tend to build their nests and mate from June through August, just about the time thistle seeds ripen.  Not only is thistle the birds’ favorite food, but females actually line their nests with thistle down.  They’re so into thistle, you’d think they were Scottish. 

Like any other living thing, these creatures need water and they love to bathe.  So, if you want to invite these charming creatures into your backyard, provide a water source -- a birdbath, a dripper or a mister -- and then consider planting dandelions, sunflowers, coreopsis, cosmos, serviceberry, birch, hornbeam, sweet gum, mulberry, hemlock, zinnias, elm or alder as garden food plants.  Thistle may be the Goldfinches favorite food, but I can not in good conscience recommend planting thistle. 
Yellow star thistle (Centaurea solstitialis), also known as geeldissel, St. Barnaby's thistle, yellow centaury, or yellow cockspur, is a noxious nuisance. Bull thistle (Cirsium vulgare Savi Tenore) is an invasive thistle from Eurasia, found throughout the United States and in Canada from Newfoundland to British Columbia. It’s capable of invading fields, pastures, rosadsides and wastelands.  And Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense  Scop.) is listed by our neighbors in Virginia as a nasty invasive.

Dessie Moxley Award  
3rd place
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